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SUBJECT: JUNE 4TH ANNIVERSARY PASSES QUIETLY 



REF: BEIJING 10194 



CONFIDENTI AL - ENTIRE TEXT. 



2. SUMMARY. THE SIXTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE TIANANMEN 
CRACKDOWN PASSED QUIETLY IN BEIJING. THE POLICE PRESENCE 
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AT TIANANMEN SQUARE ON THE FOURTH WAS NOTICEABLE BUT NOT 
OPPRESSIVE. UNIVERSITY CAMPUSES HAVE BEEN UNDER GREATER 
THAN NORMAL SCRUTINY FOR THE PAST WEEK, CONSISTING MOSTLY 
OF STRICT IDENTIFICATION CHECKS FOR VISITOR AND STUDENT 
ALIKE. MANY BEIJINGERS APPARENTLY SPENT THE DAY AT 
HOME. END SUMMARY. 

FLYING KITES , NOT BANNERS 



3 . BEIJING WAS QUIET OVER THE JUNE 4 ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
TIANANMEN CRACKDOWN. POLOFFS, WHO VISITED TIANANMEN 
SQUARE AT VARIOUS TIMES FROM THE EVENING OF SATURDAY, 
JUNE 3 TO SUNDAY, JUNE 4 NOTED AN INCREASED POLICE 
PRESENCE, INCLUDING BOTH UNIFORMED AND PLAIN CLOTHES 
POLICE. THE POLICE SEEMED CONTENT TO WATCH VISITORS TO 
THE SQUARE , MOST OF WHOM WERE SIGHTSEEING, CHATTING AND 
FLYING KITES AS USUAL. EMBASSY CONTACTS WITH ACCESS TO 
MUNICIPAL SECURITY OFFICIALS SAID IN LATE MAY THAT POLICE 
WERE ON A " SECOND LEVEL" ALERT AS JUNE 4TH APPROACHED. 
EMBASSY SOURCES HAD EARLIER ESTIMATED THAT SECURITY 
FORCES MIGHT REMAIN ON HEIGHTENED ALERT STATUS UNTIL THE 
CONCLUSION OF THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S CONFERENCE IN 
SEPTEMBER (REFTELJ . 

4. CROWDS AT A FEW LOCAL MARKETS AND TOURIST ATTRACTIONS 
SUCH AS THE GREAT WALL WERE SMALLER THAN USUAL ON THE 
FOURTH, BUT OTHER MARKETS AND BUSINESSES WERE CARRYING ON 
BUSINESS AS USUAL. A TAXI DRIVER TOLD US THAT MOST 
BEIJING RESIDENTS PREFERRED TO RUN THEIR ERRANDS ON 
SATURDAYS IN ORDER TO LEAVE SUNDAYS FREE FOR RELAXING AT 
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HOME, NOW THAT CHINA HAS SWITCHED TO A 40 -HOUR WORK WEEK 
BEGINNING IN MAY. IN THE DAYS JUST PRIOR TO JUNE 4, 
POLOFF OBSERVED MORE MEMBERS OF LOCAL NEIGHBORHOOD 
COMMITTEES SITTING ON THE SIDEWALKS OBSERVING PASSERSBY 
NEAR THE EMBASSY AREA THAN IS USUALLY THE CASE. 

UNIVERSITIES UNDER SCRUTINY 
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5. STRICTER SECURITY HAS EVIDENT AT MANY CAMPUSES IN 
BEIJING BEGINNING IN LATE MAY (SEE USDAO 030429Z JUNE 
95) . STUDENTS TOLD POLOFF THAT GUARDS AT CAMPUS GATES 
HAD DOUBLED AND UNIFORMED FEMALE POLICE WERE STROLLING 
AROUND BEIJING UNIVERSITY. IN SEVERAL CASES, FOREIGN 
VISITORS WERE NOT ALLOWED ON CAMPUS UNLESS THEIR HOSTS 
ESCORTED THEM, AND THE IDENTIFICATION OF STUDENT AND 
VISITOR ALIKE WAS SCRUTINIZED MORE CAREFULLY IN LATE MAY 
AND EARLY JUNE. BUT ONE ENTERPRISING EMBOFF DID GET ONTO 
A BEIJING CAMPUS WITHOUT AN ID CHECK ON JUNE 2ND. 
FOREIGN GUESTS WERE TOLD THEY COULD NOT STAY OVERNIGHT AT 
BEIJING UNIVERSITY AND THE NATIONALITIES UNIVERSITY UNTIL 
AFTER JUNE 4. SEVERAL OBSERVERS REPORTED THE CAMPUSES 
WERE QUIET. ONE UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATOR TOLD POLOFF 
THAT POSTERS COMPLAINING ABOUT CAMPUS CONDITIONS HAD BEEN 
POSTED AT BEIJING NORMAL UNIVERSITY IN LATE MAY, BUT THEY 
WERE WRITTEN BY TEACHERS AND STAFF COMPLAINING ABOUT 
SCHOOL ISSUES, NOT POLITICS. 

6. A FOREIGN STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE ON THE STUDENT 
COUNCIL AT THE TRANSPORTATION UNIVERSITY TOLD POLOFF THEY 
WERE WARNED NOT TO CONGREGATE DURING THE JUNE 4 WEEKEND 
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BECAUSE "PEOPLE MIGHT TRY TO MAKE TROUBLE," BUT 
UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS ASSURED STUDENTS THEY COULD COME AND 
GO AS USUAL. STUDENTS FROM BEIJING UNIVERSITY TOLD 
POLOFF THEY WERE UNAWARE OF ROADBLOCKS IN THE UNIVERSITY 
AREA, ALTHOUGH WESTERN PRESS HAS REPORTED THE UNIVERSITY 
AREA WAS "BLOCKED OFF" ON JUNE 3-4 {NOTE: THE 
DISCREPANCY MAY ARISE FROM POLICE EFFORTS TO KEEP CARS 
WITH LICENSE PLATES INDICATING THEY ARE OWNED BY 
DIPLOMATS, JOURNALISTS OR OTHER FOREIGNERS FROM DRIVING 
THROUGH THE UNIVERSITY AREA, AS HAS THE CASE LAST YEAR. 
ORDINARY CHINESE WERE NOT AFFECTED. SEE USDAO IIR 
6814043595 REPORTED SEPTEL . END NOTE) . 

7. THIS YEAR, UNLIKE THE 1994 ANNIVERSARY, REPORTS ON 
CNN ABOUT TIANANMEN WERE NOT INTERRUPTED IN THE 
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DIPLOMATIC COMPOUNDS. IN AN OBVIOUS ATTEMPV TO C0*'JKTER 
WESTERN PRESS REPORTS ON INCREASED TENSION SURROUNDING 
THE TIANANMEN ANNIVERSARY, XINHUA'S ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
SERVICE RELEASED STORIES PAINTING A PICTURE OF NORMALCY 
BOTH AT TIANANMEN SQUARE AND IN THE UNIVERSITIES ON JUNE 
4 (FBIS OW0406131695 AND OW0406072295 ) , BUT THESE STORIES 
WERE NOT REPORTED IN THE CHINESE LANGUAGE PRESS. IN WHAT 
MAY BE AN MORE ACCURATE PICTURE OF CHINESE ATTITUDES, 
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SUBJECT: JUNE 4TH ANNIVERSARY PASSES QUIETLY 

HONG KONG TELEVISION REPORTED THE RESULTS OF A RECENT 
SURVEY IN BEIJING BY A GROUP CALLED THE "BEIJING GREAT 
WALL CULTURAL INSTITUTE . " ACCORDING TO THE SURVEY*, WHEN 
200 BEIJING RESIDENTS WERE ASKED THEIR VIEWS OF THE 1989 
CRACKDOWN, MOST RESPONDED THAT THEY WERE NO LONGER 
CONCERNED ABOUT TIANANMEN, ALTHOUGH THE ISSUE WAS MORE 
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SALIENT AMONG THE INTELLECTUALS QUESTIONED (FBIS 
HK0206134095) . 

8. COMMENT: THE PETITIONS SIGNED BY CHINESE 
INTELLECTUALS AND DISSIDENTS IN MAY REMINDED CHINA'S 
LEADERS THAT THE TIANANMEN ISSUE HAS NOT GONE AWAY. MANY 
BEIJINGERS QUIETLY WELCOMED THE DOWNFALL OF BEIJING PARTY 
SECRETARY CHEN XITONG, WHO PLAYED A MAJOR ROLE IN THE 
1989 CRACKDOWN, IN A CORRUPTION SCANDAL THIS SPRING. BUT 
THAT SENTIMENT HAS NOT TRANSLATED INTO GREATER ENTHUSIASM 
FOR REVISITING THE TIANANMEN ISSUE ON THE PART OF THE 
GENERAL POPULACE. BEIJING RESIDENTS HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN 
WHAT HAPPENED ON JUNE 4, 1989 BUT THEY SHOWED NO INTEREST 
THAT WE COULD ASCERTAIN IN COMMEMORATING THIS YEAR'S 
ANNIVERSARY. ROY 
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SUBJECT: JUKE 4 TH ANNIVERSARY PASSES QUIETLY 



REF: BEIJING 10194 

1. CONFIDENTIAL - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. SUMMARY. THE SIXTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE TIANANMEN 
CRACKDOWN PASSED QUIETLY IN BEIJING. THE POLICE PRESENCE 

AT TIANANMEN SQUARE ON THE FOURTH WAS NOTICEABLE BUT NOT 
OPPRESSIVE. UNIVERSITY CAMPUSES HAVE BEEN UNDER GREATER 
THAN NOR HAL SCRUTINY FOR THE PAST WEEK. CONSISTING MOSTLY 
OF STRICT IDENTIFICATION CHECKS FOR VISITOR AND STUDENT 
ALIKE. MANY BEIJINGERS APPARENTLY SPENT THE DAY AT 
HONE. END SUMMARY. 

FLYING KITES. HOT BANNERS 




3. BEIJING VAS QUIET OVER THE "JUNE 4 ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
TIANANMEN CRACKDOWN. POLOFFS. VHO VISITED TIANANMEN 
SQUARE AT VARIOUS TIMES FROM THE EVENING OF SATURDAY* 
JUNE 3 TO SUNDAY. JUNE 4 NOTED AN INCREASED POLICE 
PRESENCE. INCLUDING BOTH UNIFORMED AND PLAIN CLOTHES 
POLICE. THE POLICE SEEMED CONTENT TO WATCH VISITORS TO 
THE SQUARE. HOST OF VH> «« SICHTSFFING, CHATTING AND 
FLYING KITES AS USUAL., 



S. STRICTER SECURITY HAS EVIpDII AT MANY CAMPUSES IN 
BEIJING BEGINNING IN LATE MAY' 
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~! SEVERAL OBSERVERS REPORTED THE CAMPUSES 

*m imiti. 

.SJERi LumaiFufib abuui lAnrui uinuiiiuns hau uttH 
POSTED AT BEIJING NORMAL UNIVERSITY IN LATE MAY. BUT THEY 
VESE WRITTEN BY TEACHERS AND STAFF COMPLAINING ABOUT 
SCHOOL ISSUES. NOT POLITICS. 

G. A FOREIGN STUDFNI RFPRFSENTATIVEL - 

MOLD POL OFF THEY 
vtKt VftKfltU NUI 10 CONGREGATE DURING THE JUNE 4 WEEKEND 

BECAUSE "PEOPLE MIGHT TRY TO MAKE TROUBLE.* BUT 
UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS ASSURED STUDENTS THEY COULD COME AND 
GO AS USUAL. STUDENTS FROM BEIJING UNIVERSITY TOLD 
POLOFF THEY WERE UNAWARE OF ROADBLOCKS IN THE UNIVERSITY 
AREA. ALTHOUGH WESTERN PRESS HAS REPORTED THE UNIVERSITY 
AREA WAS "BLOCKED OFF" ON JUNE 3-4 (NOTE: THE 
DISCREPANCY MAY ARISE FROM POLICE EFFORTS TO KEEP CARS 
WITH LICENSE PLATES INDICATING THEY ARE OWNED BY 
DIPLOMATS. JOURNALISTS OR OTHER FOREIGNERS FROM DRIVING 
THROUGH THE UNIVERSITY AREA. AS HAS THF CASE LAST YEAR. 
ORDINARY CHINESE WERE HOT AFFECTED. £_ 

OTET. 
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7. THIS YEAR. UNLIKE THE 1994 ANNIVERSARY. REPORTS ON 
CNN ABOUT TIANANMEN WERE NOT INTERRUPTED IN THE 
DIPLOMATIC COMPOUNDS. IN AN OBVIOUS ATTEMPT TO COUNTER 
WESTERN PRESS REPORTS OH INCREASED TENSION SURROUNDING 
THE TIANANMEN ANNIVERSARY. XINHUA'S ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
SERVICE RELEASED STORIES PAINTING A PICTURE OF NORMALCY 
BOTH AT TIANANMEN SQUARE AND IN THE UNIVERSITIES ON JUNE 
4 tfBIS OW0406131G3S AND OW04069722951 . BUT THESE STORIES 
WERE NOT REPORTED IN THE CHINESE LANGUAGE PRESS. IN WHAT 
MAY BE AN MORE ACCURATE PICTURE OF CHINESE ATTITUDES* 
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4. CROWDS AT A FEW LOCAL MARKETS AND TOURIST ATTRACTIONS 
SUCH AS THE GREAT WALL WERE SMALLER THAN USUAL ON THE 
FOURTH. BUT OTHER MARKETS AND BUSINESSES WERE CARRYING ON 
BUSINESS AS USUAL. A TAXI DRIVER TOLD US THAT MOST 
BEIJING RESIDENTS PREFERRED TO RUN THEIR ERRANDS ON 
SATURDAYS IN ORDER TO LEAVE SUNDAYS FREE FOR RELAXING AT 



HONG KONG TELEVISION REPORTED THE RESULTS OF A RECENT 
SURVEY IN BEIJING BY A GROUP CALLED THE "BEIJING GREAT 
WALL CULTURAL INSTITUTE." ACCORDING TO THE SURVEY. WHEN 
20B BEIJING RESIDENTS WERE ASKED THEIR VIEWS OF THE I9S9 
CRACKDOWN. MOST RESPONDED THAT THEY WERE NO LONGER 
CONCERNED ABOUT TIANANMEN. ALTHOUGH THE ISSUE WAS MORE 

SALIENT AMONG THE INTELLECTUALS QUESTIONED (FBIS 
HK020613409S). 



NOME. NOV THAT CHINA HAS SWITCHED TO A 40-HOUR WORK WEEK 
WINNING IN MAY. IN THE DAYS JUST PRIOR TO JUNE 4. 
POLOFF OBSERVED MORE MEMBERS OF LOCAL NEIGHBORHOOD 
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THAT VE C0U10 ASCERTAIN IH COtWENORAIING THIS YEAR'S 
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